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The New Vision just reviewed
Ninety-Nine Windows. Tell me
about it.
It's a 2009 release, 99 columns
previously published in various
papers on my experiences in the
Mideast and Africa. It covers
news, travel and life. Besides
educating readers on issues like
politics, culture and spirituality,
it marks a 20-year season in my
writing life; so it's also a mem-
oir, something for my children.

Where is it available?
My front door,
Aristoc Books or
Amazon.com.
Excerpts are on
www.thomas-
froese.com

Why did you go
into journalism?
I planned to
study theology but
prayer and cir-
cumstances redi-
rected me to
Journalism
School.

Where have you
worked?
From 1989 to 2001, I was a
reporter at The Times-Journal,
a small daily paper in St.
Thomas, Canada; then for some
years I was an editor at The
Yemen Times; and since living
overseas, I’ve beean a interna-
tional freelance columnist for
various papers, including The
Spectator, a sizable paper in
Hamilton, Canada.

What's your most memorable
experience?
I have fond memories of  travel,
public speaking and awards. In

Yemen, I
reported
the

tragic terrorist murders of
our American friends. Maybe
my best memory, though, is
when my little girl asked for my
book and said, "Daddy, you sign
it the same as for everyone." So I
did ... “Joy on your journey.”

How does your faith impact
your work?
Journalists who are Christian
are called to have a prophetic
voice: light to awaken the broad-
er culture to Christ and salt to
keep the Church from spoiling.

There's a wonderful
motto: "A good
journalist comforts
the afflicted and
afflicts the comfort-
able." That's very
Christ-like.

How can others
use their work for
God's glory?
Find joy in who
you are. Being a
baker can be as
holy as being a
cleric. Both are
needed. It's a heart
issue. God wires

each of  us differently for His
purposes. As Luther said "Love
God and do what you want."

How did you get to Uganda?
We were invited to launch Save
the Mothers here at UCU.

Tell me about your wife Jean.
Jean is the best thing that's
happened to me, a unique
woman and my best friend. We
have Liz, 6, Jon, 4 and Hannah,
3, a Ugandan we're adopting.

What do you do for Save the
Mothers?
Various things, especially with
print and marketing material.

We've recently
rebranded our
material, like at
www.savethe-
mothers.org
Worldwide, more

than

1,400 women die in childbirth
every day.  It's horrible. It's pre-
ventable. We know it breaks
God's heart.

What do you do as coordinator
of The Standard?
The paper stands on three legs:
student fees, admin support and
newsroom leadership. I try to
ensure the latter two are strong
and connected. And I try to
encourage the writers and news-
room leadership.

Is The Standard meeting its
earlier goals?
The paper has not been perfect.
But producing for 30 months
straight is a huge success in
itself. Stories have been shared,
issues debated and successes

celebrated like never before.
With UCU's development, this
has been a Golden Era for this
community. Newsroom leader-
ship has made it look easy, but
producing a campus paper in
Uganda is actually very diffi-
cult. That's why no other uni-
versity can do it.

What do you see for 2010?
Due to a policy issue, some-
time in the new year admin-
istration might seek new
newsroom leadership. I
don't think anyone knows
the outcome. I do know
that without The
Standard, UCU would be
left with a big hole in its
heart: as a shadow of
itself, a place with no
voice and no mirror.

People may want to pray
about this need for leadership.

What else do you do?
I'm starting a Masters in
Fiction Writing through Seattle
Pacific University. I'm attracted
by the power of  storytelling to
explore and heal our broken
world. Jesus is the God who told
stories.

Compare Ugandans and
Yemenis.
Like Yemenis, Ugandans are
warm. And religious.

Is this a problem?
It can be, to the extent religion
can be a distraction. Religion
tends to major on the minors,
burden us with yokes and lead
us to mistreat each other. Jesus
spoke strongly against
this. Jesus was, in fact,
very irreligious. He
offers us much more,
an encounter with
the Living God.

What are UCU's
strengths?
Its people. Its sense
of  community. Its
visionary lead-
ership that
has
brought
so much
develop-
ment.

And its challenges?
Well, what if, unbeknownst to
us, John the Baptist, Mary and
Jesus were attending UCU? One
ignores the dress-code, another
is unwed and pregnant, and the
other is known as a drunkard
and friend of  prostitutes. How
would we respond? As Frederick
Buechner said, "One of  the blun-
ders of  religious people is they
try to be more spiritual than
God." UCU's challenge, then, is
to let God out of  the various
boxes we put Him in.

Do you have any heroes?
Buechner articulated God in
the midst of  everyday human
nature and foibles and hard-
ships. Rich Mullins - the late
singer-songwriter, poet-philoso-
pher - hungered for the real
Jesus like few of  us do.

Do you have any mottos?
I've always believed that "We're
more sinful than we realize,
and more loved than we
imagine." I like Luther's "If
you want to change the
world, pick up a pen." And
also "Risk more, reflect
more and do more to
leave something behind."
Because when your life
ends, you'll regret more
the things you did not

do, than those you
did.

Thomas Froese is an award-winning journalist from

Canada who helped create THe STaNdard 30 months ago.

He recently wrote his first book: NiNeTy-NiNe WiNdoWS:

reflecTioNS of a reporTer from arabia To africa aNd oTHer

roadS leSS TraVelled. Reporter JuliuS aboko had these

questions for him.

‘
Without The

Standard, UCU
would be left
with a big
hole in its
heart: as a
shadow of
itself, a place
with no voice
and no mirror.

‘ Stories have
.been shared,
issues debated
and successes
celebrated like
never before.
With UCU's
development,
this has been a
Golden Era for
this community.
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L
ike with a newborn

child, the birth of The

Standard was celebrated

with smiles, congratula-

tions and reflections during the

newspaper’s official launch May 7.

After 14 months of planning

and struggle, the paper’s first

issue was launched in the pres-

ence of top university officials

and academic heads during a cere-

mony sparked with lively conver-

sation and eager anticipation for

the first issue.

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Stephen

Noll thanked all who worked long

and hard on the project.

“The Standard will be an impor-

tant tool for the Guild and the uni-

versity at large,” he said, likening

the newspaper’s name to the stan-

dard of God’s truth.

Noll also noted that the paper

will be distributed to UCU’s con-

stituent colleges and campuses,

and later posted on the university

website.

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Fi-

nance and Administration Flo-

rence B. Sajjabi said she believes

The Standard will become a

phrase to make other institutions

green with envy.

Dean of Students Frederick

Kakembo said the newspaper is

an avenue for students to air their

views.
“The Standard will act as a

forum to reflect UCU’s identity: its

religious, lifestyle, African, and

sports aspects,” he stated, guaran-

teeing any needed assistance to

the newspaper staff.
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The university’s 10-year

surge in student growth is

over.
The main campus is

being capped at 6,000 stu-

dents, while each of its

other colleges like Bishop
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Is registration at UCU

getting easier?

Yes, according to at least

some students who say it’s

now faster and friendlier.

In the old system, all stu-

dents would be mixed and

lined-up before a small

number of staff, making

the exercise one of the

most hostile on campus.

Now, they’re organised

according to their years of

study.
“In the past, we used to

lose our bank slips because

one would pay today,

and leave the slips behind

to be cleared the following

day. But today, one

is cleared in one day,” said,

John Bosco Ahuriire, a

third-year student of

SWASA.

Rehema Umutoni of

Mass Communication III

agreed. “The exercise has

really improved because

in the past one would

spend a day in line, but

today it took me ten

minutes.”

Registration is under the

Registrar and the Bursar’s

offices.

The exercise for prompt

and half prompt payments

is in the first three days

when students report back

for a new semester.
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Windows into a life

"Formidable and
intriguing … Froese

takes the reader on an
emotional journey

through his power of
description."

The New Vision

"A remarkable
journey."  

The Hamilton Spectator

99 Windows 


