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Name your neighbourhood

1 was interested to learn that100 years ago acom-
petition was run to name Westdale.

The process had changed by the 1960s. That’s | |

when neighbourhood planning became a thing.
Many neighbourhoods didn’t have names, and so
plannershad to inventquite afew. On July 26,1969,
an article in The Spectator reported that 43 hear-
ings had been held to show neighbourhood plans
to local residents. Gary Smith, the reporter, com-
mented that “few Hamiltonians know which of the
city’s 109 ‘neighbourhoods’ they live in”
Iwonder how many know today!
Richard Harris, Hamilton

Guitar clubs for all

Fabulous story about Dan Fewings’ guitar club.
These are the kind of stories we need today, in
hopes that this type of mentorshi;

gious and communities everywhere support and
encourage them. Music is a saviour for many peo-
ple, especially children. If only every school could
have this type of music program. It’s non-judg-
mental, is not competitive and can provide friend-
ship and accomplishment. Thank you to Dan Few-
ings, Joe Archer and Tony Duclos.

Janet Dwyer, Hamilton
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Eugene Ellman discusses how measures in the federal budget could benefit companies like Dofasco as they
transition to a green future.

Steel industry supports
federal clean energy moves

EUGENE ELLMEN is in the process of switching to are also expected to play an impor-
. . . electricity-heavy production. tant role as they commit part of
Two importantissues Canada’s steel industry welcomed ~ With federal and provincial aid, ~their large land tracts for electricity
this week’s federal budget incen- ArcelorMittal Dofasco plans to generation and storage. The Onei-
Thank you Spectator for addressing two impor- | tives for clean energy, measures switch from CO2-i mtenslve blast da Energy stom@ pmject 40 kilo-
tant issues: First, “A stealthy slide to a new health | which should also help to bolster furnace technology to I isagood
reality” The pandemic obviously put us in this | the economyin it ionnatural del fur- example of What can be done.
dangerous place. The Canada Health Act is what [ The sedm' “is pleased to see this nace production by 2028, Whlch |s ‘When operational in 2025 it will be
Tommy Douglas worked so hard on to ensure Ca- | budget i ly expand thecli- expected to place huge add; Canada’s largest power
nadianshad access to care and werenot bankrupt- mate tool kit to support heavy in- demand on Ontarios electricity jectat 250 megawatts.
ed. The other article, March 2, was “Citi: dustry anada grid The clean electricity credit will
events are worth keepmg Takmg an oath of alle- | movestoward anet-zeroeconomy,”  The new natural gas furnace can end in 2034, which is in line with
glancebeforea i new Cana- | said Catherine Cobden, CEO of the also be powered with the federal go commit-
asnewly d Canadians. Ifit | Canadian Steel Producers Associa- ~once an ample, clean hydrogen sup- ment tocreate an emission-free na-
is speedmg up this process surely we can produce tion. ply becomes available. But that tional grid by 2035.
more judges to perform this duty that gives our | One of the most important would also massively increase the  Inaddition to the clean electricity
new Canadians a feeling of belonging, rather than budget — theneedto need for renewable powerin Onta-  credit, the budget also includes a15
oath swearing on alaptop. build a national net-zero electricity rio since low-CO2 hydrogen re- to 40 per cent tax credit to build
Jane Evans, Hamilton system by 2035 — is an important ~ quires large volumes of electricity hydrogen production plants. This
policy goal for heavy industrieslike ~for its production. could encourage OPG and private
. . sﬁeelandce-nentwhichwillbe- Under the new budget, the gov- T companies to build hydro-
Police board and family come on ernment e thosend }g)grcapacigni: Ontario, vffirch
lar@ supphes of emmlon—ﬁ'ee en- other power supply problems would be a key enabler of Arcelor-
How is it that an experienced, second-term coun- | ergy. Thy is cro pro- Mittal Dofasco’s transition to hy-
cillordidnot feel it was necessary torecuseherself | also a key feature of the city of gram. ItWiI.l spend $25.7 billion for ~ drogen and the creation ofa poten-
from police board ion di strate- a 15 per cent credit on clean elec- tial hydrogen hubin Hamilton.
when she has a son on the payroll? Three “ad- | gy. tricity projects over a decade. The ~ The cost of doubling the electric-
visory” notices later, exposed by a colleague, and | - Canada’s electricity system is al- credits will help defray costs for ity grid by 2050 will be enormous.
now she decides to “follow the rules.” ready more than 80 per cent emis-  wind, solar and hydro projects, gas- In Ontario alone, it's estimated at
There are two problemshere, as Iseeit. Thefirst; | sion-free due to the country’s large fired generation with abated emis- $400 billion. So even at $26 billion
Ms. Paul’s failure to declare a conflict of interest | hydro, nuclear and renewable gen-  sions, nuclear projects, batteries, over 10 years across Canada, the
knowing full well, and with warnings, that she | eration. But Canada will needtoat pumped storage and power grid federal clean electricity program is
should. The second; councillors with family mem- | least double its power capacity by equipment. not nearly enough to pay for this
bersinpolice service should not be permittedtobe | 2050 to meet added demands for  Itwill be availabl i
members of the police board, despite a history to | electric vehicles, home heatingand panies and non- -taxable entities  But together with other incen-
the contrary. ing With so much ad- such as Crown eorporahons,wbhc tives, the government is betting
Kudos to the integrity for therep- | ditional demand, there are fears utilities and Indi thatitcan spark
rimand. And to Coun. Cameron Kroetsch for his | utilities like Ontario Power Gener- companies. Offering it to Crown and provincial utilities to invest in
considered approach. But going forward, let us | ation will simplycrankuptheirgas- corporations is an important fea- ~this transition, which will also help
please see a change in policy. fired plants, hugely ramping up  ture of the program since electric- to safeguard Hamilton's economic
Robin McGinlay, Dundas CO2emissions. ity in most provinces is provided future.
This poses a problem for Hamil- through provincially-owned power EUGENEELLMEN WRITES ON
ie ’ - ton since steel, the heart of the utilities. SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS AND
Ml( d'r()p on ngl'l dedthb ing industry in the city,  Indj ed corporations FINANCE.HELIVESIN HAMILTON.

Since the beginning of 2023, there have been 130
mass shootings in the US. Enough said — this
letter needs no more. If I was holding a micro-
phone, I would drop it on the ground and walk
away.

RuslyEsco!t Dunnville

Spend on nurses, not bosses

A story in the March 25 edition reported the top 10
white-collar wage earners at St. Joseph’s Health-
care and Hamilton Health Sciences collectively
took home more than $5 millionin 2022.

Some of the job descriptions seem very similar.
What do these paper-and-pen pushers all do?
Have they saved any lives lately?

The average starting salary for nurses graduating
out of college is $46,000. My math shows the
$5,368,899 figure would cover the hiring of 116 new
nurses, who are urgently needed.

Let that debate be at the top of the agenda of the
next meeting of the hospitalboards.

Denis Gibbons, Burlington

Israel haslegitimacy

Regarding “Letter was anti-Muslim” (March 30):
Avisit to CJPME’s webpage will tell readers every-
thing they must know about the bias of CJPME
against Israel and against any kind of peaceful
resolution, settlement or dialogue.

An old story in
modern languages

. THOMAS
y FRoEsE
OPINION

We are stardust, we are golden
We arecaught in the devil’s bargain
Andwe've got to get ourselves
Back to the garden
— Lyrics from “Woodstock” by
Joni Mitchell

It’s April Fools’ Day so let’s talk
about fools. And hippies.

A fool is s someone who can't rea-
son. Thy ry tells us. A foolis

1971, the so-called Summer of Love.

Timothy Leary, a self-styled
prophet of psychedelics like LSD,
told a generation of youth to “turn
on, tune in and drop out,” to chase
‘what turned out to be false promis-
es ofafalse utopia. The Jesus move-
ment said, “People, you're chasing
all the right things in all the wrong
places. Want to blow your mind
with somahmg really revolution-

youth wore the moniker without
shame, even when scorned by es-
tablished churches. “You don't be-
long here, lnpple So these youth

went el:

a simpleton. An idiot. We under-
stand the idioms and usage. He
made a fool of me. She played the
fool. A fooland his money are easily

1 am convinced by their long history that the | parted.

Palestinian Authority, Hamas and the CJPME will
not settle for anythingless than control over Israel
and another Arab state from “from the river to the
sea.” Notice how none of the attackers ever stress
the legitimacy of the State of Israel which hadbeen
reaffirmed by world powers at the San Remo Con-
ference held April 1920?

Gary Gerofsky, Hamilton
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‘We know also what a hippie is. I
recently watched a movie about
hippies called “Jesus Revolution.”
It stars Kelsey Grammer, of
“Cheers” and “Frasier” renown.
When speaking in an interview
about his role, Grammer teared-up.
As good art does, this movie touch-
es the spirit. And we need this. The
pandemic, for one, has reminded

us.

So this indie film is worthwhile.
It's grossed about $50 million. A
true story, it explores the Jesus
movement that came alongside the
hippie movement of the 1960s and
1970s. It’s named after a Time mag-
azine cover story, “The Jesus Revo-

Tution,” which appeared in June

one like Chuck Smith, a pastor,
played by Grammer in the movie,
who invited them into different
spaces.

And while flower children gath-
ered in, say, San Francisco’s Haight-
Ashbury district to explore drugs,
free love and rock and roll — with
mm;nnymgbad trips, STDs, and

oompletely right. But Jesus had no
interest in pandering to anyone’s
politics or power structures or self-
seeking ways. His power was differ-
ent, one of compassion and love. He
taught with authority. When bro-
ken people came to him, he healed
them. Brokenness, really, was his

specialty.

He died horribly, in shame, with-
out friends, money, or reputation,
himself now broken for others’
healing. Yet his dying words re-
mained full of grace: “Father, for-
give them, because they don’t know
what they're doing” Then, the vari-
ous historic accounts of Jesus’ res-

urrection.

Is it all foolish? In a way. Because
this is how God loves the world.
‘With foolish abandon. It's why the
Easter narrative, in any era, is both
discomforting and compelling.
Even someone like Paul, the apos-
tle, a highly-trained scholar who
persecuted Jesus’ early followers,
later called himself “a fool for

st

Jim Elliot, who worked with In-
digenous Huaoranis in Ecuador,
said it this way. “He is no fool who
gives up what he cannot keep, to
gain what he cannot lose.”

Like Paul, he was eventually mar-
tyred for his faith. Life magazine
reported that story. Decades later,

— Jesus peo-
ple arnwad to help with solutions.
Elsewhere, like in Pirates Cove,
Calif., new followers were baptized
in the ocean. People noticed.

Entering Holy Week, leading to
Easter, it’s good, then, tonotice how
a 2/000-year-old story has contin-
ued to speak to the generations.
Interestingly, Jesus, whod likelybe
cancelled by one crowd or another
in our own time, was as anti-estab-
lishment as any hippie could imag-

ine.
His followers never get things

the docudrama “Beyond The Gates
of splendour” completed it more
fully, showing how the blood of
martyrs can be the seed of newlife.
‘Which is all to say that there are
fools, and then there are fools. In
the end, we're all fools for some-
thing Even spiritual neglect and
indifference. Which can also kill

you.

It's something to thinkabout ona
spring day in April. Or any other
day.

FIND THOMAS FROESE AT
THOMASFROESE.COM.






