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Get those houses built, Doug

Better hurry and get those houses built, Dougic.
‘When all of us old boomer folk pass on, there will
bea glut of housing on the market.

Irene Hough, Hamilton

No more Greenbelt talks

The auditor general’s report has confirmed what
we all suspected: The removal of lands from
Greenbelt protection in Hamilton and other mu-
nicipalitics wasa dircetresult of cronyism, favour-
itism and what any reasonable person could only
seeasoutright corruption.

Hamilton and other municipalitics need to im-
‘mediately withdraw from any negotiations with

e Minitry of Housing shout development of

moved from the Greenbel. Participatingin

(i e and tinted rocess can only sty
the integrity of any mumum staff member or
elected official taking

“There should be n medite publicannounce-
ment of this withdrawal and a motion put before
council to immediately freeze any development
proposed for the lands removed from the Green-
belt.

John Roy Lawrence, Hamilton

Time to cut fossil fuel ties

Tents set up in Hamilton's Woodlands Park. Front-ls
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an alternative encampment policy for the city.

The word on encampments
Jrom people who live there

THE PEOPLE'S ROUNDTABLE

very human right that all levels of

e workers, advocates and residents have their say on

ey s used to repeatedly find

to uphold. The

byhe«l'.h d ‘Hamil-

the wildfires from Hawaii
It was sobering to see the coast guard rescue
people who were foreed to swim out to sea to
escape the flames,
Back here in Canada, more than 13 million hect-
ares have burned from record-breaking wildfires.
™

hreats of violence, enforcement
nd digphosent e e o

ing curront cncampment resi-
dents) ceping Six,

it Hommheon Soc Meshcing
Response Team - have come fo-
eher o develop a People's Proo-

in llamllmu while homeless be-
2022, and May 3L

pactour ity to car for ou sur-
roundings and each oth
‘Acommitment toa humanrights-

By shelterup
for public debate and scorn

Damed as a priority, necessitates a

anything I thought I would scc in my lifctime.

1#s infiiaing that Big OIl CEOx continve to

pockat billionsofdo n though they are the
Toblame for the risisweo n.

1St o Canadian poltia)

ol around Te-
Spone to the proposcd protoec]
he City of Huiton rlcased in
May 2023, We denounce the pol-
feies the city has taken up around

with the fossl uelndustry: Make polluters pay fm
the damage they'

and the recent so-
called community

andby

not prioritizing safe and dignified
housing for al, the city has deval-
ued people’s lves, while increasing
theriskofharm for thoscofus wito

lice and The police
budget received a $12-million in-
crease this year, comprising almost
20 per cent of the overall city bud-
get. No other sector in Hamilton
has seen such | Ibudget

otage our plans to builda e energy future.
Michelle Blake, Hamilton

No more appeasement

We denounce the
of housing and the resulting real-
ities of people being deprived of
safe and dignified housing. We de-
mand that city council adopt the
Poopl i

encamy menlwhcyb uilt o polic-
ing, the city has further criminal-
ized those who arc deprived of
ousing, We are living in a context
‘wheredignified, affordable housing

increases despite the urgent and
rapidly growing nced for housing
andothersocial scrvices. The funds
reviously earmarked for enforc

ment should be put into housing

come from de-

tre scared, t

ple living in encampments don't

know that you're not alone.
‘majority of us are concerned about the climate

But 'm still hopeful because I know we have all
the solutions necessary tochange course and avoid
future disasters. The only thing stopping us s the

icies from alllevels of government.
Instead of fulflling their responsi-

hilty to ensure safe and dignified
housing for all,

rooms showers grbage disposal
or drinking wat

It is important that any plans o
policies regarding encampments
prioritize encampment residents’
mmumxpanse and centre us in
With this in

The ongoing

housing and

s which
powerto block action.
‘Enough is enough. This moment mustbe a walke-
up call forout government o inally stop appess-

institutions, and are now blaming
individuals for failing to thrive
within these disastrous living con-
ditions. Housing isn't affordable in

at-
by some
housed Hamiltonians is wnaccept-
bl and have understandably am-

nd with help

mmpmenl protocol (“the People
tocol"). We are calling on the

ing in encampments. The city’s
public debates about encamp-

P
People’s Protocol immediately to
reduce the harms tow

Sofav Partsment has talked mc tal;but theyre
still propping up fos: ith s
s and support for falsc cimate solutions. Its

a i
Ket-based scetor. City staff,the fod-
eral housing advocate and Hamil-

‘ments the violence
poopl livig in cncampmerts are
facing. Reliance on policing, sur-
veillance and

¥

o mal
gst mm Rl it  power i and oot of ot
Brean Machhait,Haiton

Gun owners want respect

Regarding “Pity the poor gun owners” (Aug.10): In
thisleter,the wrier appears otk conyenient

sarcasticapproachtothe concerns of law abid-
mpl)zul\owncrs
Whether the writer has any appreciation o un-

der;tm\d\ng of the sport-shooting world, she
‘might care to consider that these citizens are well
within bounds to fight for their rights and to pro-
tect their current legal status as gun owners and
sport shooters.

It is s0 easy to mischaracterize the gun issue
when the source of the majority of gun-related
crimes is found in the illegal importation and pos-
session of, primarily, handguns. And these weap-
ons, i the hands of the criminally minded, are
clearly a huge and tragic prol

We are mch further ahead when we ry to un-
derstand the concerns of others and when we keep
the discourse civil and respectful.

Chris Carroll, Hamilton

Spec is antisemitic

Regarding “BDS movement is not antisemitic™
(Aug 8:Onceagun. TheSpecprintsaleterthatis

Thcsc same people who fight for human rights

ing as  fundamental human right.
“This means that cveryone has a
e ignified
housing By not directing their ef-

Rathor mavginalzed us nd mad
us less safe, foreing us to choose
locations to stay with fewer com-

redirect its fo-
cus and resources into securing
safe and dignified housing forall
THE PEOPLE'S ROUNDTABLE ON
ENCAMPMENTS 5 COMPRISED OF
COMMUNITY NEMBERS WHO ARE
CURRENTLY OR HAVE PREVIOUSLY

rts
il the City of Hanilton
s denied unhoused people the

of displacement and with.a conti
ous eyele of new neighbours. Our

REDUCTION ACT!
ANDTHE HAMILTON SOCIAL MEDI-
CINE RESPONSE TEAM (HARSMART).

Without our feet,
we're going nowhere

‘Today Idlike to give some advice to
Canadalssoccer players. Butfistlet
me say that I've decided to finally
start that rock ‘1 roll band. We 11
call urselves “The Bar
e S o
nakvd I.ﬁdww" i taken and “The
certain

strongest and able to pull wander-
ingboys nto China. And even now,

duringmomingwalkswith the dog,
o during the high-powercd meet-

the nenw, old science. Go figure. Dad
Froese wasn't crazy. And if you
want to earth at home? Now you
canbuy dirt pads for, say,the home
office.

Now ' not one to give unsolic-
e me 1bout(,.|mdnnoc—

play
St to mu“nk omo basic oot
training? [ mean therc’s a reason
o o U e
World Cup and then knocked out
ourl

‘beloved Canadian women. Aus-

barefoot culture. Down Under, if

rate heads of this newspaper, Il
still sl
‘morning alring-outof the feet.
(OK, in truth, corporate heads
et yetagresdtomectwith e
a therapeutic mas-
sage Lhempm whopractised for 60
years, was very much a barcfoot
Savocate. And, fnny chough, the
frst newspaper I worked at had a

¥ women o ugh i
Tve also decid

Yemen, Iran,C|

North Korea, Syria, Cuba, Libya and on and on
Why would they choose Isracl as their one and
only point of concern? It doesn’t take much to
figure it out.

Steve Berenbaum, Hamilion

Failed by DARTS

What appeiied tothat wondertul ervics seniors

ing, personnel,
&qmpme‘m’v' v acnios e upon DARTS
for rides and professional assistance.

City council, don't let this essential service slip
away from the position it once held here in Hamil-
ton. Surely there is government funding or a pay-
per-ride solution. I personally have been turned
down seven out of 10 attempts for rides to the
hospital, cte. There must be a way to fix it
Glenn Lioyd, Dundas

inglady: I called a family meeting.
“Dads starting a band, ‘The Bare-
naked Foet, ™ explained the chil-
dren’s mother, “And h's firing the
claning by’ The chidren (uho
aren't really childre

quite tall and nmv) “gave me
strange looks. This is because I
Potmusicl And wehave noean

1

lady.

walking around the newsroom in
herbare fect)

But back to house cleaning. For
the happiest feet, T suggest simply

high s possible. You might also
bring in truckloads of dirt to grow
grase right nsde your house.
Morning, dewy grass is especi
helpful according to the nmm
Movement. This is  new wave,

just a thong. (No, hot that thong,
i thongisa thinrubber el
Yes, Australia, Canada’s warmer
covs s one el e e,
nation. Going shopping? Go shoe-
less. The movie theatre? Shoes are
optional. Going clscwhere dow-
? Same. Uptown? Come on,
dude, be earthy. Be grounded.
‘What's with the shocs? Surc, shoes
arestilloften wom, especiallyinbig
ties. But who founded today’s
ot Movement and hosts its
podeast? Paul Thompson, a podia-
trist based in, you guessed it, Aus-
tralia
Nvw o il v some e
Soisnt it time o give
whenelt’&due’l‘et’s givethe worlds
fecta hand. Give hem a song. 10
b

‘The house cleaning, or lack of
goes with the bare feet. Which re-
lates to the soccer players. But ev-
erything goes back to my futher.
“Son,” he said. “Shoes are bad for

tolive like Shoeless Joe, especially

Gl Dot
Audinoureveryday \\m!do[body

So ditch your shoes now and
again. You'l feel more relaxed.
Youlhavebete posture Sronger

a |nw\\, oot dom't worry about s
either. Roll with it. We all have our

‘your health
magnetom. o 1 {grew up rumning

o e pol
et e ‘magnetism is

place. The truth is, the party

This
= the  cmerging story on going
shoel ounding” o
Scatiing 1t mlausmﬂ\c heding

angwhere.

THOMAS FROESEWRITES ABOUT

NEWS, TRAVEL AND LIFE READ HIM
o




