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LETTERS

Jama has lost my trus

Regarding “NDP MPP Sarah Jama has ‘doubled
down’* (Oct.18). 1 find it unacceptable and disre-
specttul that Sarsh Jama continues to double
down and not retract her post on social m:
despte requests from her leader, Marit Sules 1
would seemn Jaa continues to use her elcted
position as 4 platiorm 1o further her personal
Seend. She necds to decide whether she wante o
be an activist ora politician.  consider herapology
insincere as she has not taken down her post. You
cannot pursuc two goals that contradict cach oth-
er.In the end, Tdonot have any trustor confidence
she is able to genuinely represent me

Joanne Venzon, Hamilton

Double standard from NDP

You can bet the farm if Sarah Jama had been a
member of the Progressive Conservative, Liberal
or Green parties, the NDE, under Marit Stiles,
would be all over her, demanding her resignation
for her recent comments. But the leader of the
NDP chooses not to censure her even though she
recently defied a direct order from Stiles — her
0ss. Double standard, I guess.
Rick Allen, Hamilton

Personal views not welcome

It is unfortunate people vote for individuals who
have no experience in politics, just on the name
alone. Sports players, TV personalitics, radio an-
nouncers and others; then find out
at the job. When will the masses figure out a fa-
mous hame does not always fit  job in politics?
MPP Sarah Jama has the right to have her own
Bersanalviews ut s does mot have the right to
tion in politics to express them
Foter Cotly, Hanilion

Take the post down

Yes, we do have freedom of speech; however, free-
dom has limits. For instance, we are not free to
imake rcistor antisenitc conuents, We do lave
the right to b

Peace is hard, but
peace is possible
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pert, except maybe, in a strange
way, thedead.
1t clear, though, that Gaza's two
‘million people, before this hellish
o, e 5 mpovershed i
tims of their own, of Hamas The
teror onganization fronted as gov-

Think of the war i
offlowers.
a nod to Banksy. He's
the strect artist who moves anony-
mously at night to paint public
spaces. Often powerful images —
(Il see them from Paris to De-
roit — they pull at our collective
conscious.
“The Flower Throves? printed

peakit. Cnforeonaceis, ey hat been troutn
out the doar: Jama should make a proper public
apologyand take d

in Palestine’s West Ban.k
s o balecimva g Jouth

ogy butleavingthe cbjct onable ot . negales
the apology. Everybody's goal should be the pur-
suit of peace in the Middle East. mccudn«vy poste
are not helpful

‘Sharon McKibbon, Hamilton

MPPs should support Jama

Dear members of Provincial Parliament, T urge
you to speak in support of MPP Sarah Jama, Ham-
ilton Centre, for courageously calling foran imme-

gnized historic injustices.
She speaks of unimaginable suffering of innocent

civilians trapped under the Istacli govern-
ments immoral siege and bombardment. She ex-
presses her heartfelt concern for “all those im-
pacted by this ongoing violence.” Premier Doug
Fordss plan to censure Juna for recognizing the

‘bouguet of flowers. T passed o
oy Wikl ther. Latet 1 sawa sk
mish imvolving Pilestinian youth

emment, but,
it

Atouristin the

on the conflict.
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community we nesd to bod cach
untzble. t
ster Univerity !urdeplunng
Commenta by COPE ocal 3000
“Polestine s rising long v the'e.
sherHamas

eediamoeeot
o s byt it
“Thank you, Air Canada for firing
ot Mustafa Ezzo after his out-
rageous antisemitic postings.

Ifwe've leamed anythingby now,
even as antisemitism rises, Lsrael, a
tiny state in a sea of Arab nations,
hastheright o exist Thefree world

E

Sdinsimply desrogngTrael
Palestinians in the West Bank,

burg Gate ecently bthed in col-
oursof Israel
Starof David?

Imagine Germany: Youknow the

ian Authority, have fared beter in
their daily lives because the PA
‘moderated over time, realizing the
old “us versus them” thinking sin-
ply doesn't work; that, in truth,
thereisno i hem” There
just"us” and“us? An

‘Alekinds Solhenitam, the dis-
sident Russian writer, put it this
way: “Tfonly there were evil people
somewhere insidiously commit-
ting evil deeds, and it were neces-

nywh

Anhlmmyadf bornin Berlin, szo
years after the Nazis surrendered,
ven walking in a modem state of

Nazis na
later, worldwide, their numbers
still aven'tfully recovered.
War is casy, of course. Peace is
hard. But peace s possil

A two-state Yﬂesumm Israeli

and Tsracli sold
tear s life um'ztmg py e

the flowers.
‘Nowyouand lare close cnoughto

sary only
and desroy them. Butthe line
viding good and evil cuts through
the heart of every human being”

sceother
We'reallinit

He continues,

in 1948. Tt remains the path to

inclevant, its a case to present,

together, like it or not, psychologh-
czuvAml Uiswaron theoverina

T no expert on payehclogiesl
viar, 1 did fear for my lfe after an
Islamic extremist Killed some.
friends, gunning them down in a
hospital in Yemen while T lived
there during the Gulf War. But
‘whenit comes to war, L find it hard
0 imagine anyone’s really an ex-

e

hat's any heart. Your heas
Nine, Some. Pothirg heart. o1
shenitsyn’s heart Bt this s cspe-

el demanc b Pl

inians sharing the same story, the
samo pronise, raly, of & blessing
thwough their common forefather,
Abraham. Historically, the Arab-
Jewiahconfictafamdy el il

o flowe
The other thought is that a5 2

e question is, what will be

u\lﬂmmtﬁ ' And reasoned?
1 50, W 'lmnvvu\\'anltochal\dc
someone's mind, you don't give an

agge. Even now e need toimagineit
together.
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THOMASFROESE.COM.

le. D0 Ontario residents prefer war overa negoti-
atedse(llemenl’ 'Nothingbut an immediate ce:

fireand de-escalationcun hope toprevent this war
hccnm\nL a horrific global conflict

ers. i is fast ramning out. Stand up, Ontario!
Stand up for peace and justice.

D, Scott McNic, Hamilton

Trying to keep an open mind

Those who rushed to condemn
Israel should now apologize

HAMILTON JEWISH

Regarding ” (Oct.14).
T agree with the letter writer about the complex

nature of the Lsrael-Hamas conflict, As

Sehoo! ESLtcachor,Tinteract with students whose
wiews are very different from my own regarding
the relationship between Israel and Palestine. Asa
result, Toften must remind myself to remain ob-
jective and to keep an open mind. Although this is

Ample evidence has now bee
hared by Tsael uthoritios denr
onstrating a misfired Palest
e i rcker s rspomt
bleforstriking the Gaza hospital on
Tuesday. US. President Joe Biden
as well as the US. intellg

subject, I try to “look at the big picture” and un-

derstand opposing viewpoints. It is only by doing

soindividually, as a society as well as globally, that

peace in the Middle East can ever be achieved.
Andrea Rado, Hamillon

What will it take to find peace?

‘With his recent bestseller, “Land: How The Hun-
ger For Ovnership Shaped The Modern World,”
Simon Winchester once again brings his insatiable

‘munity have reviewed both the Is-

aci ciidencc and their v and

damage to

the hospital was a e et
notan Isracistrike.

This evidence icludesideo oot-
ageofthemis humv.u X
v angles, nalysis of the
siteoftheroclet, vikh: showsmm
large crater that

g,_

le war crime is

u(l\cr to murder or injure Isrecli

ns orto o the same to Palcs-
finians when rocets are iz

sl ok uda ecoring of o

Islaic Jhad i an lranian proxy

the studyof
how land shapes geopolitical events. Whatis hap-
pening in the Middle East today is not only tragic,
it is predictable. Two separate identities (collcc-

ntity accord-

cidentasbeing the resultofa o

ic Jihad rocket. Added to this are

images of the impact st hoving
dam

ing o P August
2022,

The site of

ABED KHALED
THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS FILE
prioTO

Canadian media promoted the Ha-
a6 narative that Teac targeted

the hospital, several “cmergency”
rallies were organized across the
country. We can speak from fist-
hand experience that such rallies,
which claim to be protests against
el infct g Canndian e,

Poestnton oo Jhad ockors

land that neither is prepared to share. Add to tha
all the religious and cultural differences that go
along with those identitis and you have a recipe

ally writes studiously as only an observer, s quite
sanguine about any hope for peace in Israel /Pal-
estin. He says some historical struggles are too
long and some collective identitics run too dec
andthisls the cam i theso called “oly Land 1t
will

agedndthe hosgital \tsplfrrm-mw
intact, wich bring into

im the hosp .m was
‘truckand 500 ndi
Allthosewho rushcd to cm\dcmn

Gara.

nding to
1000 dvidunts thered
outside our antisemitism confer-
ence, where calls for violence

the bealth ity in Gaza s

by Hamas,a listed terrorist enti

accm‘d\ng o Canadian law. Any in-
them,

lsspungﬂnht) to correct the nslurd

svonslbﬂ.\ly to condemn Palctin

probably only be when the threat of plancmv

e ﬁn mmmmmg 2 double var
target

the historical divisions between the warring part-
ners. But maybe not.
David Melnnis, Ancaster

ai
Tras ciilins with rockets an
launching them from Palestinian
civiian communities in Gaza. The

other Gaza-based “government”
be

thoroughly vetted before being
shared publicly, particularly given
efforts by these groups to deleg-
itimize Isracl

Svmad.\xm\umxﬁedm[onmmn

(..m:\dm\elec[edotﬁcmls. theme-

nspmsmhtymvam e
commenting particularly during
Tomesofva By promoting hiF.
‘maslic the lves of Canadian Jews
wereputatrisk Wealsomoum the
senseless lass of Palestinian life
from this misfired rocket and ex-
pect all those who claim to stand
with the Palestinian people to con-
demn Palestinian Tslamic Jihad f

ingin Canada. At pofiiansand

these tragic deaths.



