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Today, between Easter’s chocolate
rabbits and coloured eggs, here’s
something on a parable by Danish
philosopher Soren Kierkegaard.
Called “The King and the Maiden,”
it’s as close as inside your phone.

A certain king takes a journey, a
road trip of sorts, because he’s
hopelessly in love. He leaves his
kingdom and becomes a beggar be-
cause he doesn’t want his object of
affection, a beautiful commoner, to
know he’s a king. He doesn’t want to
frighten her, or make her feel obli-
gated. He also doesn’t want her to
marry him just for his wealth and
power. All he wants is a relation-
ship. The real deal.

The story is an allusion to God
coming to earth as a human. But
with less than 300 words, Kierke-
gaard’s thoughtful parable ends
abruptly. Readers never get the
young lady’s perspective, never
mind her response. Here’s my own
go at it.

I picture her with a tired face,
standing in her doorway. She’d in-
vite the stranger in, but the place is
a mess, her bed unmade and her
half-eaten breakfast, cold toast, on
a table beside an empty wine bottle
from last night. Even so, she sees
something in this man’s eyes, some-
thing like the seaside.

She senses he’s come some dis-
tance just for her, and he’d come
inside to visit, but he’s more in-
terested in getting her out of her
home, or at least out of herself.

This is because she’s been
knocked around by life and feels
like a loser. In truth, she has lost
much, even as things have been tak-
en from her.

She’s far more beautiful than she
realizes. But what the young lady
thinks that she knows for sure is
that, as far as marital partners go,
she’s the worst candidate out there.
This, funny enough, is why her suit-
or loves her so much, why he’s
standing there with his peasant
clothing flapping in the wind.

Finally she says, “Who did you say
you are?”

I’ll stop my rendition there. But
the point is that your story, and
mine, indeed the human story, is
like the young lady’s. We’re born
into this world’s suffering and trou-
bles as surely as sparks fly upward.
In this we ask, if nothing else, “Who
am I?”

Descartes said, “I think, therefore
I am.” Kierkegaard’s parable says,
“I’m loved, therefore I am.” And it’s
the historic account of the first
Easter, Christ’s crucifixion and
much-scandalized resurrection,
that confirms this love.

It’s true there’s an off-centered-
ness to this understanding of life’s
journey. Writer Frederick Buechn-
er puts it this way, that “If the world
is sane, then Jesus is mad as a hatter
and the Last Supper is the Mad Tea

Party.”
Buechner continues: “The world

says ‘Mind your own business,’ and
Jesus says ‘There’s no such thing as
your own business.’ The world says
‘Follow the wisest course, be a suc-
cess,’ and Jesus says ‘Follow me and
be crucified.’ The world says ‘Drive
carefully, the life you save may be
your own,’ and Jesus says ‘Whoever
saves his life will lose it, and whoev-
er loses his life for my sake will find
it.’

“The world says ‘Law and order,’
and Jesus says ‘Love.’ The world
says ‘Get,’ and Jesus says ‘Give.’ In
terms of the world’s sanity, Jesus is
crazy as a coot, and anyone who
thinks they can follow him without
being a little crazy too is labouring
less under a cross than under a de-
lusion.”

Which is all to say that there are
worse things than being called cra-
zy, even as there are worse adven-
tures to have than those where
you’re unsure where you’re even
going.

It’s not unlike some seed losing
itself in the freshly-plowed spring
ground. The seed doesn’t say, “I’ll
do it my way.” No, rather it just dies
to itself and breaks open. Which
allows it to grow into something it
otherwise never imagined. That’s
giving up what you can’t keep to
gain what you can’t lose. That’s also
the real deal.
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Writing about Easter and Soren Kierkegaard’s parable, “The King and the Maiden,” Thomas Froese writes,
“A certain king takes a journey, a road trip of sorts, because he’s hopelessly in love.”
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I’m loved, therefore I am
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The Oxford dictionary defines ac-
tivism as “a policy of vigorous ac-
tion in a cause, especially in poli-
tics.”

Activists are the opposite of by-
standers — those who stand by and
watch. Activists are essential to
healthy and functioning groups, in-
cluding a vibrant democracy. They
question what too many of us take
for granted. They challenge what
become norms through habit, so-
cial media and peer pressure.

My own activism has led me to be
a defender of nature and a fighter
against climate change. As a volun-
teer for Climate Reality Canada, I
have written numerous opinion
pieces on climate change for this
paper, and I have delivered more
than 1,100 presentations to a wide
variety of groups. My presentation
title is always the same: Make Your
Voice Heard.

Climate change is the elephant in
the room. Most of us know it’s an
existential crisis, but we don’t talk
about it. And, if we don’t talk about
it, we’re not going to do anything
either. 

As famed Canadian climate scien-
tist Katherine Hayhoe repeatedly
notes, we must bring climate
change out into the open. We must
make it a part of our daily conversa-
tions. This is the foundation for
meaningful action.

During the horrors of the Second
World War, Albert Einstein said,
“The world will not be destroyed by
those who do evil, but by those who
watch them without doing any-
thing.”

Then, there is Dietrich Bonhoeff-
er, a German Lutheran pastor and
anti-Nazi dissident who was
hanged for his role in attempting to
have Hitler assassinated. His words
still ring true: “Not to speak is to
speak. Not to act is to act.”

Genevieve Walker is a fellow cli-
mate activist, and she states the fol-
lowing: “It is not the loud who are
dangerous, but the comfortably
numb.”

And then, there’s Greta Thunberg,
speaking about the urgency of our
time: “We are doing this because we
will not be bystanders. We are doing
this because we want the people in
power to unite behind the science.”

Here’s an excellent example of lo-
cal environmental activism. The
Hamilton Wentworth District
School Board has a Youth Climate
Initiative, comprised of a small but
very dedicated group of high school
students. 

With the support of the board’s
superintendent of programs as well
as the non-profit organization
Green Venture, they have planned a
series of events involving all ele-
mentary and secondary schools for
this month’s Earth Week (April 22
to 25). These include an introduc-

tory video for all schools, a campus
cleanup, and an on-site voluntary
climate action rally during the April
25 lunch break.

This will ideally be done within
sight of public streets to remind all
of us about the elephant in the
room, and about the great and im-
mediate need for system change.

We need to understand that, as Al
Gore once said, it is more important
to change laws than light bulbs. My
personal action of changing all the
light bulbs in my house to low ener-
gy and long-lasting LEDs is a posi-
tive step for climate. However, it is
so much better if the government
decides to bring about system
change, in this case, to make in-
candescent, fluorescent and quartz
lighting obsolete within a given
time frame. Of course, the govern-
ment must go further: it can in-
centivize our adoption of new low-
carbon technologies, for example,
subsidizing our purchase of heat
pumps and electric vehicles.

A Canadian federal election is im-
minent. Donald Trump, the hous-
ing crisis and the cost of living are
all top of mind. Dwarfing all these
issues is the silent but very real
threat of climate change. Party pol-
icies on this critical issue must fac-
tor into your voting decision. Think
about your children and grandchil-
dren. We are talking about their
future.

And, while you’re thinking about
your offspring, please take them
outdoors into nature on a regular
basis. This is where the connec-
tions happen. This is what sparks
and drives environmental activism.
GRANT LINNEY LIVES IN DUNDAS. 

HE RECENTLY RECEIVED A KING 

CHARLES I I I CORONATION MEDAL 

FOR HIS ACTIVISM.

Don’t be a climate
change bystander
G R A N T L I N N E Y

T H E F U T U R E W E C H O O S E

LETTERS WELCOME, 250-WORD MAXIMUM, FULL NAME

REQUIRED. PREFERENCE MAY GO TO SHORTER LETTERS, AND ALL

LETTERS ARE SUBJECT TO EDITING. 

SEND TO LETTERS@THESPEC.COM

Dog walkers need to share path
A couple of days ago I was on my usual run along
the Waterfront Trail from the Haida berth to the
High Level Bridge stairs. In that time I passed a
dozen dog walkers. About 75 per cent of them had
their dogs unleashed and had to hurry to reattach
the restraints. A few walked two dogs, and others
had their dogs on leashes that could extend to the
length of a clothesline. I’m all for folks giving their
pets healthy exercise, but owning a dog does not
mean owning the sidewalk. Unleashed dogs, or
dogs on long, sidewalk-spanning leashes are a dan-
ger to runners, cyclists and other people trying to
enjoy their outing. And, they’re not fair to those
who are frightened of dogs and do not know that
your dog is “super friendly.” Let’s all share the
path, folks. 
Wayne MacPhail, Hamilton

Avoid knee-jerk reactions
Re: ‘There’s no way we’re going down there,’ April 15
I’ve got friends and relatives in the U.S. As much as
I dislike President Donald Trump’s policies, I find
it hard to believe that some of us are for all intents
and purposes throwing friends and relatives in
America under the proverbial bus, just because of
annoyance with their president. Only two things
will stop me from visiting people State-side: cur-
rency exchange and major inconveniences cross-
ing the border. Let’s avoid knee-jerk reactions,
proving to be adults in the room, instead of low-
ering ourselves to the level of some politicians.
Jerry Pryde, Stoney Creek

Cheer Canada in NHL playoffs
Our great nation will be represented by five of our
seven NHL teams in the upcoming Stanley Cup
playoffs! One of our Canadian teams, Winnipeg,
had the best record of all NHL teams. This may be
the year that a Canadian team ends the drought
since 1993 and brings the Stanley Cup home to our
great nation. We as proud Canadians should em-
brace this opportunity and support our Canadian
teams every chance we get. While supporting our
favourite Canadian teams, we are ultimately sup-
porting the true north strong and free! 
Mike LoSchiavo, Stoney Creek

Tories’ crime policies resonate
Re: Conservative rallies belie poll numbers, April 11
The column speaks to attending Conservative
Leader Pierre Poilievre’s “Stop the Crime” rally in
Brampton. The writer estimates 1,500 people were
there and wonders how people are dealing with
opinion polls that don’t reflect these numbers.
Perhaps the rally in the 905 belt was large because
of Poilievre’s policies for reducing crime. It was
held in Brampton, home to the Peel Region Police
Association that has endorsed Poilievre’s crime
policy. Durham Police Association and Sault Ste.
Marie Police Association have also endorsed Poi-
lievre’s Conservatives. Maybe that is why people
show up at rallies — they share the concerns of the
beat cop and Poilievre understands. He translates
those issues into policy and is very effectively com-
municating those policies at these large rallies.
Bruce Timms, St. Catharines

Different takes on safety
Mark Carney is talking about Canada’s defence
and safety, in particular the north, and measures
he will take to ensure our safety. Contrarily, Pierre
Poilievre is talking about how he would treat serial
killers. He is proposing something the Supreme
Court has rejected yet, to Poilievre, locking up a
handful of criminals is high on the agenda vs. the
protection of 33 million-plus people. The distinc-
tion is clear.
Suki Garson, Dundas

Taxes an investment in society
Re: Pierre Poilievre’s view on taxes is not only wrong,
it’s dangerous, April 11
In this election everyone is talking about cutting
taxes. But what do those taxes pay for? If we cut
them, what do we lose? The Conservatives want to
put more criminals in jail, but they are already
overcrowded and not properly managed. How do
you add more people to inadequate systems? 
Gayle McBurnie, Toronto

U.S. no longer safe for refugees
I am disappointed at how party leaders have re-
sponded to an imminent humanitarian crisis in
Canada. From vowing to tighten the border to
promising to punish “fraudsters,” Liberal and
Conservative leaders miss the mark on this issue
entirely. Canada needs to consider withdrawing
from the Third Safe Country Agreement with the
U.S. Under it, both Canada and the U.S. are deemed
safe for refugees and most refugee claimants who
cross the border are turned back. The U.S. cannot
be deemed safe amidst rollbacks of protections for
persecuted communities. Just like how political
leaders are willing to say U.S. is no longer a reliable
trading partner, they should acknowledge it’s no
longer safe for refugees. They should talk about
investing in solutions to help an influx of those
seeking refuge in Canada from the U.S.
Mohammad Araf, Hamilton
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